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Borough of Media 
Open Space, Parks, and Recreation Plan  

Plan Advisory Committee 
Meeting #2 Report 

Location: Media Borough Tour 

Date: Saturday February 29, 2020  

Time: 9:30 A.M. – 2:00 P.M. 

Participants: Katie Dooley, Jack Kohlmansberger, Brendan O’Riordan, Stephanie Sher, Stephanie 
Gaboriault, Michael Jordan, Sandie Liacouras, Jannifer Malkoun, Terry Rumsey 
Daniel White, Chris Walchensky, Kevin Boyer, Amy Johnson, Peter Williamson, 
Karen Taussig-Lux. 

Consultants: Tavis Dockwiller, RLA and Ann Toole, CPRP, CPP 

Meeting Preparation 

1. Tour Preparation and Logistics – Karen Taussig-Lux and Tavis 
Dockwiller developed the tour route. They included all stops requested by 
committee members. Karen searched for tour buses and lunch, polling 
committee members for food requirements. Karen’s husband, Brian, 
kindly picked up the group’s lunch. The consulting team covered all tour 
expenses. 

2. Tour – Peter Williamson served as the tour guide. Stephanie Gaboriault 
and Terry Rumsey provided information about the Dam, Glen Providence 
Park, Broomall Country Club, and the 45-acre tract that could become a 
greenbelt. They continued their presentation over lunch due to time 
restrictions with the bus contract. Participants braved the cold to discuss 
their observations and get to know one another.  

3. Committee De-Briefing and Work Session – Following the tour, the 
committee members worked over lunch to discuss their observations. 
They framed their discussion in accordance with the consulting team’s 
request to look for things they liked; things that they didn’t like or could 
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work better; and to provide guidance for high priority considerations in 
the planning process. The results are as follows: 

A. What Committee Members Liked About Media’s Open Space, Parks, Recreation and 
Trails 

• Scope of the tour was comprehensive, logical and used a nice bus 
• Open space possibilities: numerous parcels of open space; collectively 

there is a wide range of opportunities and lot so ideas that we could 
actualize. Each parcel presented different possibilities; range of 
opportunities available (different locations to design and work on) . 
Diversity and variety of spaces. Parcels are well-distributed.  

• Amount of Open Space. Parks spread out throughout the Borough. 
Thoughtful coordination of all open spaces. 

• Valuing every acre of open space and every acre of parks. 
• Historical Significance of sites (2) 
• Hiking on property behind the Lumber Yard (2) 
• Showing folks the 45-acre greenbelt 
• Discovering the Quaker Burial Ground 
• Saw places I never knew existed (Water Tank Area by Youth Center) 
• Trees, wooded sites 
• Getting to know folks on the committee 
• Receptiveness to creative ideas. 
• Possibilities for trails and walking paths 
• Interesting to hear stories of the open spaces 
• Plantings 
• Benches 
• Cleanliness 
• Environmental issues – rain gardens 
• Tot lot renovation 
• Strine property is the centerpieces and near Barrell/MES 
• 11th & 12th near Jaisohn – Asian aesthetic: can we partner and co-

sponsor? Partnership with South Korea 
• Borough’s spaces 
• Plan for 5th & Broomall (3) 
• Community is interested in acquiring and maintaining open spaces 
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• Improvements to existing spaces e.g. Rotary park, Veteran’s Place 
 

B. What We Didn’t Like or Could Work Better 
• It was cold! 
• Plantings and Shade: Lack of shade at Dimond Park (2) and Manchester park 
• Always troubling to find litter. 
• Define uses of the parks. 
• Need more public art. 
• Signage: residents don’t know what is there. Lack of signage at Dimond Park and  
• Manchester Park. What can happen here?) 
• Barrell Field (Seating, concessions, shade, trees), no splash pad (nothing for low income to cool 

off) 
• Maintenance. Steep slopes make maintenance difficult. Lack of maintenance in some parks. 

Invasives (3). 
• Dedicated access points are limited 
• Appearance of 3rd Street Dam 
• Some parcels are near busy roads (Oakmont) 
• Grades present challenges 
• Conditions at greenway around Barrell 
• #13 needs inviting details 
• Not enough time at the dam site 
• Philip Green park sign looks in bad shape. Philip Green Park needs fencing and benches.  
• Not clear how to use Jaisohn park.  
• Too much focus on building on useable spaces; sometimes it is better to just leave the space 

alone. 
• Lack of knowing where to find all the great locations. Was not aware of property near Tague and 

the Jaisohn property. 

3. Five things that committee members think we need to address in the plan: 

• Maintenance of all parks and open spaces 
• Wayfaring signs and open space maps 
• Aesthetics: make open spaces and parks beautiful and inviting 
• How to use Philip green, Jaisohn, the Cemetery property 
• Potential other pocket parks 
• How to get people aware of the parks and into them 
• Put parks on website 
• Develop creative recreation opportunities for each park 
• How to get stories on the parks and open spaces out in Media 
• Publicity 
• Funding for maintenance 
• Purposes for parks: more focus 
• Add more artwork: murals, sculpture 
• Create the Media gardeners to help maintain the parks 
• Extension of lawn next to tot lot and splash pad on another space. 
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• Improve Barrell Field signage and publication 
• Houtman Park Playground and Manchester Park: improve what is there 
• Maintenance of Parks, Playgrounds, and Green Spaces (3) 
• Improve furniture and structures in existing  places and parks. Make them more contemporary 

and inviting using inspiration from Philly. Murals in areas like Dimond Park and Plum Street 
Mall. Make them Instagram worthy attractions. 

• How to acquire some of the existing parcels that are potentially available. 
• How to generate interest of the public in  new open spaces 
• Generate greater support for more organized activities using outdoor spaces 
• Potential grants to make our wish lists happen 
• Budget so that we can prioritize 
• Community ideas and opinions about what they would like to see 
• Educating the public about our plans/ideas/spaces 
• Adequate signage for places like Veteran’s Square Pocket Park 
• Leave the lot behind Tague Lumber as-is 
• GIS layer maps showing parks payer 
• On State between Radnor and Manchester so something that won’t raise taxes 
• Beautify gateways and intersections with native perennials 
• Build a rentable space to generate revenue 
• Permanent protection of Broomall’s tract 
• Stop reconstruction of Broomall’s Dam 
• Save the Strine tract  at 300 East State Street (2) 
• Create town signage for Green Spaces 
• Establish dedicated funding for parks and open space 
• Games (2): How to create games to get people int o the parks such as Scavenger hunt, 

“passports”, geocaching 
• ME2 
• WAWA curve 
• Community involvement 
• Invasive plan control with education of the public about it 
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